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	Green Sheet 
SEPTEMBER 2021

	MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

	Welcome back, Weston Garden Club friends!  I hope this summer was a nice few months for everyone and that you were able to gather with friends and family, work in your gardens and enjoy a bit of travel.
The Town Center planter, watering trough and native plants garden look bountiful and well cared for – thank you to all who helped plant, water and weed these civic projects over the summer.  Our year books arrived in mailboxes last month, thanks to Kathy Rousseau, Linda Harding and the many contributing editors.  We are so grateful for their dedication to refining, printing and shipping our yearbook pages.  Personally, I love the summertime ritual of tearing open the envelop, popping the rings of my little binder and securing the crisp new pages into place; it signals Garden Club season is fast approaching with the promise of events, meetings and plant-centric camaraderie. 
This year will be a memorable and busy one.  My hope is that most of us will be able to participate in the September 23 hybrid meeting, either in person or via Zoom.  Those who wish to attend in-person will notice a modified outdoors-only refreshments scenario, as well as required masking while indoors. We are experimenting with a different seating arrangement that allows for distancing as well as projection of the meeting in real time to our Zooming members.  Many hours of research, thoughtful consideration and practice sessions have gone into building a workable meeting for all.  The Hospitality and Program committees hope for cooperative weather, functional technology and a little bit of good luck.  We just ask for patience and understanding as we work through possible kinks in the plan. 
The 2021-22 season will also be the year of our much anticipated 3rd Weston Garden Club Garden Tour!  What a fun way to wrap-up the year.  
Thank you and see you in the garden,
Molly

	PROPGRAM

	Join us IN PERSON (or on ZOOM if you prefer) for our first all-club gathering of the year. Guests, wait list and Provisional members are all welcome.
Thursday, September 23, 2021 at 10:00 AM
Location: First Parish Church in Weston Center
We will begin the business meeting at 9:45AM followed by the presentation
Program: “Wicked Weeds“ by Karen O’Brien
Join this Certified Master Gardener in taking an up-close look at herbs and plants. Not all plants are benign and some are downright nasty or even deadly. We all have them and we all work hard to contain them. Let’s learn as much as we can about them in hopes of making our work easier and more interesting.
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	Molly Varnau is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: General Meeting & "Wicked Weeds" Presentation
Time: September 23, 2021 09:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
 

	EDUCATIONAL VIDEO

	In collaboration with Weston Media Center,
Weston Garden Club presents….
Cynthia’s Garden 
Episode 10: Saws in the Garden
Something You can Really Sink your Teeth Into! 
Learn which saws can make quick work of your biggest tasks, including pruning branches and dividing your plants.

		[image: A picture containing tree, person, outdoor, wood

Description automatically generated]




	Feel free to share our videos with friends, family and prospective members!   
Additional videos can be found on the Weston Garden Club website.

		[image: Graphical user interface, website

Description automatically generated]




	CIVIC
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	Thank you to everyone who helped weed, deadhead, and water the Trough and new Planter throughout this very rainy summer. We should have planted mushrooms. Civic will be updating the Trough for fall in the next couple of weeks, so if you are able to help shop for plant material and install it in the Trough, it will be greatly appreciated. I (Vicky Huber) will reach out to the committee about times to do this. 

	CONSERVATION
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	This year we have 19 members on the committee.  Although there are still uncertainties and challenges ahead, we will work together to make this a healthy, fun and productive year.    
We are coordinating schedules for a mid-October meeting (in-person or Zoom) focusing on: Forbes Land Fall cleanup, book selection and discussion in winter/spring, Spring field trip (including choosing a destination).  And of course, once we have these events well-planned, we can also see if there are additional projects we would like to do together.  

	DESIGN
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	The Design Committee is excited to be hosting a fun workshop “Getting Ready for Your Walk in the Woods”  on October 21st at 10:30 A.M.  Participants will be helped to make their woody find from their walk in the woods into a container on/in which they can make a floral arrangement for the November Sweet Tray competition.  Look for the sign-up sheet at our meeting this Thursday or contact Cynthia Chapra.  This workshop will be limited to 15 participants.

	HORTICULTURE
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	The Horticulture Committee just had a fun and informative workshop put on by Yuko Kojima and Elizabeth Soares.  Seventeen members learned about propagating herbaceous and woody plants.  Hopefully there will be many successfully rooted plants to show off in the February and May competitions.
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	Please participate in the Horticulture Competition this Thursday.  It is a good way to learn more about the plants in your garden and to inspire others with your entries.  Please check the Thrall Bowl Competition section in your Green Book for rules, tips and the schedule.  If you have any questions, please contact Cynthia Chapra or anyone else on the Horticulture Committee.  Because of the increased time it will take to sign-in and the procedures we must all go through to enter the church and keep each other safe, please leave yourself extra time to place your entries.  Also complete your entry forms before you arrive at the church.  It is always a good practice to complete your entry form at least the night before to keep you from rushing.  
Click here for Horticulture Entry Form

	HOSPITALITY
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	Hospitality is very excited to welcome all the members back to our first in-person meeting in over 18 months!  We will offer both in-person and virtual meetings this year so we can be connected.  For those of us who are out of town, uncomfortable congregating in groups or otherwise unable to attend in person, a Zoom link is available (see the Program section). 
First Parish has specific protocols for indoor events. All indoor meetings require participants to complete a contract-tracing form upon arrival (vaccination status- yes or no; name; and best way to contact you if necessary); refreshments will be enjoyed outside in the invigorating New England fall air and masks that cover the nose and mouth must be worn at all times while inside.  If we receive moderate rain, refreshments will be served; if we receive torrential rain and wind, then there will be no social hour outside, but sign-in will still take place. This will be the process for the fall meetings.
In addition, we will not have the usual Greens Day at St. Peter's this year, but a modified version, so there will be no need for hostesses for the month of December. Please read the Green Sheet for updates throughout the winter. Thank you, everyone, and we look forward to gathering and learning together!

	LANDSCAPE
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	Thank you to all who helped weed, water, and mulch the Native Plant Garden this spring and summer. Thanks to your hard work and effort, the garden has been looking beautiful.  This summer we had Kenny’s Landscaping conduct some needed trimming.  We are actively seeking an appropriate bench to round out the original design and will be preparing the Garden for its debut on the Weston Garden Tour on June 4, 2022. 
Landscape Design also held our annual field trip at the garden of David and Phyllis Kominz on Glen Road.  The Kominz Garden was recently featured in Jana Milbocker’s Enchanted Gardens blog. David and Phyllis’s hard work and vision is inspirational and we all learned so much from them.

	MEMBERSHIP

		




	We welcome Robin Ewald who has moved up from the Provisional Club.  She will remain as our web site manager and function as a Provisional liaison. 
For the September 23 meeting, Members should collect their name tags from a table outside the front doors.  You will be asked to confirm or update your Emergency Contact information for the back of your name tag and to sign-in on the Church’s contact tracing form prior to entering the building.

	PROVISIONALS
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	The Provisional year is off to a great start! Carolyn Ellis and Cheryll-Anne Lane provided a wonderful demonstration on grouped design for special occasions that inspired us all. We thank them for sharing their talent with us. In October we will have our first Wheatland Bowl competition based on this demo.

	GREENS DAY
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	Cynthia Chapra has been voted-in as Jean Zhou’s co-chair for this year’s Green’s Day project.  Unfortunately, due to ongoing COVID restrictions and variant uncertainties, we will not be holding our traditional evergreen gathering and Green’s Day event this year in St. Peter’s Church.  The Committee will purchase wreaths and affix our red bows to them before a small group hangs them around town in early December.  We will also request approval to hang wreaths on the refurbished JST this year. 

	GARDEN TOUR
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	The Garden Tour will be held on Saturday June 4, 2022 (rain or shine).  The Tour is headed by Chay Veeder and Tour committee leaders have been selected: 
Kitty Smith & Cathy Konover (Ticket Sales)
Holly Kulow (Program)
Scheduling (Cheryll-Anne Layne)
Joyce Frank (Publicity)
Garden Tour Publicity
Talented members, we need your artistic and hands-on abilities to promote our upcoming Spring Garden Tour! We will create posters, flyers, signs, online announcements, and articles. Whether you enjoy art, creating content, communicating with other garden clubs, distributing information, or brainstorming, there is sure to be a fun way to contribute to the success of the Garden Tour.
Please contact Joyce Frank at joyceffrank@gmail.com or call 781-898-8274.
In addition to the Native Plants Garden, the gardens of 9 Garden Club members and 2 Provisional members were selected:
Jean Zhou
Sue Zacharias
Chay Veeder
Molly Varnau
Kirstin Schena (P)
Michele Schuckel (P)
Karen Morris
Helen Kondi
Yuko Kojima
Beth Jakubowski
Cynthia Chapra
The Garden Tour’s success relies on the effort and support of everyone in the club.  Whether it’s functioning as hostess of a garden, helping design yard signs, coordinating printing of the program or selling tickets; there are enough tasks for everyone to be involved.  More information will be available in coming weeks, but please contact Chay or one of the project leaders above to find a role that leverages your skills and captures your imagination. 

	IN MEMORIA
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	We mourn the loss Deirdre Gollop, long standing Weston Garden Club member and mother of Provisional member, Kirstin Schena.  We remember Deirdre and her vivacious spirit as a pivotal Membership chair and a cherished friend.  Deirdre is deeply missed.

	WEBSITE
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	Please visit our website to read the Fall Mayflower, Green Sheet, find Horticultural Hints, Educational Videos and see a list of upcoming events.

		WESTONGARDENCLUB.ORG 




	SEPTEMBER FB HORTICULTURAL HINTS
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	CLICK HERE
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Please visit the GCFM website for updates
Click HERE for Fall 2021 Mayflower

	THINGS TO DO AROUND TOWN

	Burlington Garden Club Plant Auction
Saturday, October 2, 2021

		PLANT AUCTION 




		  




	GCFM Landscape Design School

		REGISTER 




		  




	Topsfield Fair: October 1-11

		TOPSFIELD FAIR 




		  




	GCFM Standard Flower Show at Tower Hill

		INFOMATION 




		  




	2021 UCONN Native Plants and Pollinators Conference
November 5, 2021

		REGISTRATION 




		  




	Metrowest Conservation Alliance 

		INFOMATION 




		  




	Native Plant Trust 

		INFORMATION 




		  




	The Trustees Reservation

		EVENTS 




		  




	The Garden Conservancy

		JOIN US 
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